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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 11, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Mt Caesar Union Library Director Cadigan Gregory, Solid Waste Manager Josh Whipple, Bryan Rudgers, 
Economic Development Advisory Committee Chair Steve Bittel and other members of the public who did 
not speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley provided the latest figures for the virus: 3071 infections, 1229 recovered and 133 deaths. 
Swanzey is still at 5 cases and Cheshire County at 43 cases. He spoke about the form for outdoor dining 
options. He said 18 restaurants will be contacted about outdoor dining in Swanzey. In addition to phone 
calls, letters are going to business owners and property owners. He said they are taking a wait and see 
approach about summer camp. Hoping for additional guidance from the State soon. There is a 
Governor’s press conference is at 3 pm.  
 
Gregory said the library has asked the Humanities Council which received CARE funds, for a grant of 
$5,000 for hotspots and Chrome books to lend out to patrons without internet access.  She asked if 
anyone knows of folks who have no internet access and computer, please to inform her. She said they 
should know within 5-7 days about whether they are receiving the money. Email 
mculibrary@yahoo.com to get in touch with the library about use. 
 
Whipple said he has been working on signage at the facility and creating laminated flyers for the facility. 
He said they are handing them out as well. Branley said they are working on clarifying some of the 
wording for re-opening of the facility since there was confusion.  Whipple asked if the info posted on 
Facebook could be edited. Branley said that would be looked into, it may have to be a new post. Colby 
asked when the metal bins are coming in, and Whipple responded that they are due in on May 29 but 
could be in as early as May 21st.  
 
Hutwelker thanked for staff on behalf of the Board for completing the form for the restaurants so 
quickly. 

http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:mculibrary@yahoo.com
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Bryan Rudgers said he spoke to a restaurant owner in Keene and the owner told Rudgers that even 
though he is allowed to be open now, he cannot get employees back to work. He reported that the 
employees are making more money on unemployment with the $600 stimulus checks that he can’t 
make the employees come to work and he cannot fire them as well. Gregory said according to the article 
she read, an employee has to meet certain criteria in order to NOT go back to work, at least on the State 
level. Rudgers said the $600 weekly check is set by the federal government.  This is a case where a 
business wants to be open but doesn’t have employees to come to work. Bittel said there is an article in 
the Sentinel about this same point. Unemployment insurance is a State funded program. The article says 
that if you are a vulnerable person, you do not have to go back to work. He recommended folks look at 
the article which is online. 
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 20, 2020 
 


